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ADUAN PBT

Rayu MBSA ganti
palang elastik trafik

MAJLIS Bandaraya Shah Alam (MBSA) digesa
menggantikan palang elastik trafik yang
rosak, patah dan mencacatkan pemandangan.

Aset yang dimaksudkan itu terletak di
persimpangan T antara Persiaran Kayangan
dan Persiaran Institut, Seksyen 7. Ia juga
hampir dengan lampu isyarat SA 10, seperti
di dalam gambar yang dirakam sendiri oleh
penulis,

Ketiadaan palang elastik trafik yang -
berfungsi mengawal pergerakan kenderaan
dan mengelak pemandu memotong barisan
boleh yebabkan berlaku k langan

Kebanyakan kemalangan yang terjadi di
persimpangan berbentuk T adalah kerana
tidak mematuhi lampu isyarat merah.

Sebenarnya, saya telah menghantar e-mel
kepada Datuk Bandar Shah Alam, Datuk Haris
Kasim pada 22 Disember lalu mengenai isu
ini. Pun begitu, belum ada apa-apa tindakan
yang diambil oleh MBSA sehingga kini.

Dengan laporan yang disiarkan dalam
ruangan Forum ini, diharapkan aset yang
rosak itu dapat diganti dengan serta-merta.

Tindakan pantas ini diharapkan akan
membolehkan MBSA terus mencipta rekod
cemerlang seperti diberi penarafan lima
bintang oleh Sistem Penarafan Bintang Pihak
Berkuasa Tempatan (SPB-PBT) Tahun 2018.

KAMARUDDIN HASSAN
Seksyen 8
Shah Alam, Selangor

PALANG trafik elastik yang rosak di
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Catat 3,638 kes pulih

3,048 kes harian baharu dilaporkan, Selangor catat kes tertinggi

Oleh Raja Noraina
Raja Rahim
rnoraina@hme-
tro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

ebanyak 3,638 kes sem-
S buh dilaporkan sema-

lam menjadikan jum-

lah kumulatif kes sembuh
sepenuhnya daripada Co-
vid-19 sebanyak 145,084 kes
atau 77.6 peratus daripada
jumlah keseluruhan.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, jumlah
kes sembuh itu mengatasi
jumlah kes harian baharu

iaitu sebanyak 3,048 kes,
menjadikan jumlah keselu-
ruhan kes positif Covid-19
dalam negara kini mencecah
186,849 kes.

Menurutnya, jumlah kes
aktif dengan kebolehjang-
kitan kini adalah 41,076
kes.

“Selangor melaporkan kes
harian baharu tertinggi se-
banyak 1,035 kes (34.0 pe-
ratus). Daripada jumlah ini,
720 kes adalah daripada
kluster dan saringan kontak
rapat yang aktif dijalankan
di lapangan. la diikuti Johor
sebanyak 529 kes dan Sabah
sebanyak 348 kes.

“Sebanyak 62 kes yang di-

laporkan pula berkaitan
kluster di lokap, depot ta-
hanan imigresen dan pen-
jara yang membabitkan
Kluster Matambai (18 kes),
Kluster Tembok Taiping (16
kes), Kluster Tembok Sungai
Udang (10 kes), Kluster Pen-
jara Jalan Harapan (9 kes),
Kluster Penjara Seberang
Perai (4 kes), Kluster Tem-
bok Mempaga (2 kes), Klus-
ter Tembok Renggam (1 kes),
Kluster Tembok Kemus (1
kes) dan Kluster Tropika (1
kes),” katanya dalam kenya-
taan, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
lapan daripada keseluruhan
kes baharu dilaporkan se-

malam adalah kes import
yang mendapat jangkitan
dari luar negara.

“Sebanyak 261 kes sedang
dirawat di unit rawatan rapi
(ICU) dengan 101 daripada-
nya memerlukan bantuan
pernafasan,” katanya.

Katanya, 11 kematian di-
rekodkan membabitkan tiga
kes di Sabah, Selangor (2),
Sarawak (2) dan ma-
sing-masing satu kes di Ke-
lantan, Pahang, Perak serta
Kuala Lumpur.

Tambahnya, daripada ju-
mlah itu, sebanyak 10 kes
kematian membabitkan
warganegara dan satu kes
bukan warganegara.
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Starting this year, property owners
within the jurisdiction of Petaling Jaya
City Council, Subang Jaya City
Council, Kajang Municipal Council,
Ampang Jaya Municipal Council and
Selayang Municipal Council will not
receive the hard copy of their
assessment bills anymore and are
advised to pay online. Those having
difficulty in accessing e-bills may go
to payment counters at these
respective local councils to have the
bills printed.
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BULK WASTE COLLECTION
Subang Jaya City Council is offering
bulk waste collection for those doing
spring cleaning for Chinese New Year.
People can apply from Jan 27 until for
the service from Feb 1 to 4. Items
covered includes old furniture,
mattresses, and electrical items while
construction waste and recyclables

will not be accepted. For details, call
03-8026 7433 / 7431 / 7430.
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Making greater uptake
of public transport a reality
Most projects outlined in Selangor master plan
Mappingouta Vi i S o

still favour private vehicles. As
such, the state government plans
to tweak existing bus routes and
address last mile connectivity so
that more will make public
transport their first choice. >2&3
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ONLINE TUITION

Tips on answering questions for the
SPM and STPM exams along with
video recordings are available for
students in Selangor through the
state government’s free tuition
programme. To register, go to www.
eprs.my
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‘Improving accessibility
key to encouraging more

AS SELANGOR aims to expand its
public transport networks, stake-
holders say that the basics such as
covered walkways and affordabili-
ty need to be addressed.

Taman Melawati Residents
Association chairman Azhari Abd
Taharim said that while existing
buses and rail networks were good,
it remained a challenge getting to
and from these hubs without driv-

“There are some areas, especial-
ly in the centre of Kuala Lumpur
where sheltered walkways allow
for disembarking passengers to
walk to their destination.

“But this is largely non-existent
in most other areas. This can be a
turn-off for many who prefer to
drive instead,” he said.

Besides being sheltered, Azhari
said these walkways must be well-
lit and safe to make it conducive
for pedestrians.

“Another option the state can
consider is to have an expanded
feeder service to train stations by
using smaller buses.

“These buses can pick up
passengers within housing areas
and take them directly to train
stations.

“Within Taman Melawati for
example, the nearest train stations
are LRT Gombak, Wangsa Maju
and Sri Rampai,” he said.

to use public transport’

& The authorities
; must ensure all
= buses are

~, wheelchair

. -friendly.

= — Filepic

Sales associate Shanthi S, 32,
hopes that public transportation
access can be improved for per-
sons with disabilities.

“My mother is wheelchair-
bound, but she volunteers for an
NGO several times a week at their
office in Kuala Lumpur.

“From our house in Ampang, she
has to wait for a bus that is wheel-
chair-friendly and even then the
space usually allocated for wheel-
chairs is taken up.

“When she reaches the train sta-
tion, it is another hassle as the
ramp is often blocked by cars,” she
said.

Shanthi said while staff at the
train stations were always helpful,
these services need to be improved.

Meanwhile, Cheras resident
Terrance Lee, 35, pointed out that
building more urban highways
would not encourage public trans-
port use.

He said there were currently two
new highways being built in the
area, plus the existing MRT line.

“Many would rather drive to
their destination instead of taking
the train because they have
become used to it.

“The authorities should look at
limiting the construction of new
highways and focus on expanding
public transport,” he said. — By
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
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‘Economic recovery takes time’

Azmin: There's no instant revival as it can’t be switched on or off

PETALING JAYA: The notion of an
instant economic revival after the
lockdown is lifted has no real basis
as the economy does not “switch off
or switch on”, warns Senior Minister
Datuk Seri Azmin Ali.

The International Trade and
Industry Minister said Malaysia is a
global supplier of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and an eco-
nomic shutdown would cause a
chain of unwanted consequences.

He said re-imposing an economic
lockdown should be a last resort.

“When the movement control
order was introduced in March last
year, the overarching priority was
to strike a balance between protect-
ing lives and livelihoods.

“Miti (International Trade and
Industry Ministry) was entrusted
with coordinating the list of essen-
tial economic activities that were
allowed to operate.

“This proved to be a major chal-
lenge as the economic value chain is
deeply interlinked and highly com-
plex.

“Malaysia is an important player
in the global supply chain, and it
was incumbent on us to ensure
minimal disruption to the supplies
of essential products such as rubber
gloves, PPE, parts and components
for medical devices,” said Azmin in
a statement yesterday.

He said constant engagements
with industry associations and
trade chambers assisted Miti in
making such decisions.

“In our efforts at fighting this pan-
demic, a host of unintended econo-
mic consequences were unleashed.

“In the second quarter of 2020,
Malaysia’s GDP (gross domestic
product) suffered its worst ever
decline in our history at -17.1%.

“The government pumped in a
massive RM320bil worth of stimu-
lus packages to mitigate the adverse
economic impact on the rakyat, to
jump-start and revitalise the entire
economy.

“By the third quarter of 2020, we
managed to bring down the decline
in growth to -2.7%,” said Azmin.

He added that while this shows
the effectiveness of the stimulus

Moving along: When the MCO was introduced last March, the

R

priority was to strike a balance between protecting lives and livelihoods.

— IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

packages, actual positive growth of
the economy will still take at least
another quarter or more.

“The notion that the economy can
revive instantaneously after a lock-
down has been lifted has no real
basis.

“The fact of the matter is that the
economy does not run on a ‘switch
off-switch on’ mode.

“In this regard, recent calls to
re-impose a total lockdown in order
to deal with the massive spikes in
the number of infections attendant
on this third wave must be viewed
along with other suggestions con-
cerning alternative strategies and
options,” said Azmin.

He suggested that standard oper-
ating procedure be tightened and

o

The notion that the *
economy can revive
instantaneously after a
lockdown has been lifted

has no real basis.

clear guidance be given on quanti-
fying indoor settings at any time.

He further proposed more target-
ed testing as well as regulating the
price of RTK-Antigen test Kkits to
make them affordable for mass
screening in industries.

“The call is for businesses to open
on the condition precedent of full
compliance with stricter SOP.

“One loss in income affects the
whole household. In practical
terms, the loss of income for one
breadwinner may well adversely
affect the livelihoods of at least four
persons in a family.

“Public-private-rakyat synergy is
an invaluable value proposition for
nation building and should be
embraced by all,” said Azmin, pay-
ing tribute to all security and medi-
cal frontliners.

Malaysian Rating Corporation
Bhd senior executive Firdaos Rosli
said while the government grapples
between saving lives or livelihoods,
it must be decisive.

“It is realistically impossible for
any government to undertake both
objectives at the same time.

“Either way, the policy objectives
carry different political impact in
the short and long term,” he added.

Firdaos also said the government
must realise the snowballing impact
on the labour market due to the
prolonged MCO.

“When recovery is in sight, the
crisis cohort will be entering a
smaller labour market.

“Underemployment will be a
more pressing issue than it is now,”
he added.

Datuk Seri Azmin Ali
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‘Make Covid-19 test
more affordable’

Ramp up RTK-AG testing nationwide, rep urges govt

By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

THE first week of the affordable
Covid-19 test initiative at the Bukit
Gasing constituency saw 988 peo-
ple coming in for screening.

From those who took the rapid
antigen (RTK-AG) test, 28 tested
positive.

All the positive cases were then
given a referral letter to their
nearest district health office (PKD)
to conduct a polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) test, which gives
more accurate results.

Bukit Gasing assemblyman
Rajiv Rishyakaran, who initiated
the screening, said doctors
advised those who tested positive
to be on home quarantine and
informed them on the safety
measures to be taken so as not to

Battling*"*;

Covid-19

infect family or friends living
under the same roof.

Rajiv has now extended the
initiative, which resumed on Jan
25, and it will go on for an indefi-
nite period.

In addition to the current
screening location at MBPJ
Multipurpose Hall on Jalan
51A/22, tests will also be
conducted at Pusat Rakan Muda
Kompleks Arena PJ on Jalan
Selangor.

“Both locations will now con-

duct daily tests from Monday to
Sunday with the exception of pub-
lic holidays.

“The test screening at MBP] Hall
remains between 1pm and 5pm,
while at the Section 3 centre, it
will be conducted between 10am
and 7pm.

“No appointment is necessary,
just walk in to get tested,” he
said during a virtual press confer-
ence.

Rajiv said the price for each test
remained at RM70 for everyone,
regardless of nationality and the
state they are from.

He said the Health director-gen-
eral had announced plans to
increase PCR testing to 100,000
and eventually 150,000 people per
day.
“Its current test rate is 47,000
tests daily, which is about 63% of

*

The rapid antigen test initiative at the Bukit Gasing constituency has

been extended indefinitely. — Filepic

its maximum capacity.

“He acknowledged there were
manp and time
issues when it came to PCR tests,”
he added.

Rajiv said health experts had
been calling for a ramp up in tests
with triaged, mass and frequent
test regiment, utilising RTK-Ag
instead of PCR to help reduce
Covid-19 transmission.

He called for the government to
look into rolling out affordable
testing nationwide.

“Mass testing using RTK-Ag
helped manage the outbreak in

Sabah and among the foreign
workers because it was made
mandatory.

“So why not ramp up RTK-Ag
testing first and foremost for
everyone?” he added.

Rajiv said the problem with PCR
tests was that it took too long.

“Currehtly, only those who are
symptomatic are tested, while the
asymptomatic ones are told to
quarantine at home without a
test,” he said.

For details on the affordable
test initiative, email help@bukit-
gasing.my
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DAGING SALA
Masak Lomak Cii Api |
Auam Kampung Gorarg anass Pansesil
e

EX-national striker Khalid Jamlus has gone from
foot to food in his bid to become a professional
coach. Forced to sell his Golden Boot lasts

due to hardship, the 43-year-old has opened a
stall, 'Daging Salai Masak Lomak Cili Api, at the *
Lepak Court in Kuala Langat. He hopes the
business will help fund his pro coaching licence.
>Story by T. AVINESHWARAN on Page 26 / 2

Appetite for change

Khalid hopes food business will help bid to become pro coach

By T. AVINESHWARAN

NG JAYA: From selling Golden Baot to

Yo bl o Dacome » profesctonal cwic

And he is hoping that through the food busi-
ness he will be abie to fund for his pro coaching
lcence i the future.

“itis a new beginning, and I've to admit, its not
een eay because | (ced ame chllengesaong
the w

"L Lamab, Gt ovner Halt Mohd Tupsr

he gave me a section

In fuly last year, the mercurial player from
Perak had to sell his prized Golden Boot, which
e won in 2002, due > hardshiy
He went through bad times after losing his
oaching job with Police. His previous business
Ventures had aio faled
Fortunatey, I Galden boot was eventually
bought by ihe Salan of Selangor Sullan
Sharafuddin idris Shah and s ow dispayed ot
the stana Alam Shah's Selangar Foocball Gallery

lang
i hcoaghthe proceeds fram the sles of b
boot and other football memorabilia that he has

row we see steady sales” said Khalid, who has
also played for sides like Kelantan and Selangor
in the M League
“We do not see daily profit yet, but we can pay
ourwarkers and survive with wha we have:.
his plan with the
quuu;\wumn ot Malaysia (FAMD on acquir
he professional “A" lence, but he couldn
) lur the course ealer due 10 the movement
control orde
" had to hald my plan t undergo the icence
course due 1o the pandeic. 1 used some of the

in the Tiger Cup match in

money 1 ha 10 start thisbusiness. Once things
have settied down, | will surely apply for the
course,” he

again,”
1id donned the Hartmau Malaya jersey 25

teos and cored 10 goals trm 199
A B ek, b el woent o il vk

hesaid,
“hen, 1 can sart my fooball carver a3 coach 2003 and.
said

Blast from the past: Khakd lamius heft) geting past Timor Leste goskieeper Deamantino Leong

Bundesliga club Exntracht Frankfurt in 2
Ao s fgurs i Perak, e has meiped
his sate to e then Premier Leogue 1 e in
A Cup in 2004 a

ng
the reble - Premier League, A Cup snd iyt
Cup-
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Azmin:Economy does not run-on' mode will take fime to recover after

Muka Surat 3

KUALA LUMPUR (Jan 25): Malaysia’s
economic growth has shown improvement
over the past few months thanks to the gov-
ernment’s stimulus packages, but it does
not work on an “off-on” switch basis and
will therefore need more time to fully re-
cover from the impact of the Movement
Control Order (MCO), said Senior Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali.

He said the government has taken the
initiative to pump in a massive RM 320 bil-
lion worth of stimulus packages not just to
mitigate the adverse economic impact on
the rakyat but also to jump-start and revi-
talise the entire economy.

This helped the economy recover from
a deep contraction by 17.1% in the second
quarter of 2020 to a decline of 2.7% in the
third quarter, said the international trade
and industry minister.

“While this definitely manifests the
effectiveness of the stimulus packages, it
should be borne in mind that it would still
take at least another quarter, if not more,
before the economy could see actual posi-
tive growth. This underscores the fact that
despite the best efforts at economic recov-
ery, it would take an extended period of
time before the economy can actually pick
up to show positive growth after the lifting
of the MCO.

“Hence, the notion that the economy
can revive instantaneously after a lockdown
has been lifted has no real basis. The fact
of the matter is that the economy does not
run on a ‘switch off-switch on’ mode,” Mo-
hamed Azmin said in a statement on his
website titled “Going forward in our ap-
proach to overcome the impact of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic”.

Azmin: Economy
does not run on
‘off-on’ mode,
will take time
to recover after
MCO

BY SYAHIRAH SYED JAAFAR
theedgemarkets.com

REUTERS

The minister noted that today marks
one year since the first case of the Covid-19
pandemic was detected in the country.

In the face of seemingly insurmountable
challenges, he said Malaysia has been able
to remain resilient, thanks to our robust

public health system and sound economic
fundamentals.

Nevertheless, with the onset of the third
wave of the outbreak, the country’s health-
care system has been subjected to even
greater pressure, testing its capability and
capacity to the limit.

In light of the recently reimposed MCO
on Jan 13, which has been extended to Feb
4, Mohamed Azmin said it must be viewed
along with other suggestions concerning
alternative strategies and options.

For instance, he noted the government
could consider tightening the standard op-
erating procedures to prevent outbreaks at
ignition sites and introducing clear guid-
ance on geospatial planning such as quan-
tifying indoor settings at any given time.

Additionally, the government could also
step up targeted testing as well as regulate
the costs of RTK-Antigen test kits to make
Covid-19 testing more affordable and on
a larger scale, particularly for industries,
he said.

“Itis important to note that apart from
the toll on health and the economy, Cov-
id-19 has a direct impact on the people.
One loss in income aftects the whole house-
hold. In practical terms, the loss of income
for one breadwinner may well adversely af-
fect the livelihoods of at least four persons
in a family,” he said.

Acknowledging the strong support and
collaboration by industry stakeholders and
the rakyat towards ensuring economic re-
covery and sustainability during the pan-
demic, he added: “Public-Private-Rakyat
synergy is an invaluable value proposition
for nation building and should be embraced
by all.”
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Leong Tuck Chee launches an introduction video to promote
Pandamaran new village New Year products
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Nanyang Siang Pau

Tajuk Berita

In conjunction with the New Year's cleaning, garbage containers were
set up at 154 locations in Klang
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Tajuk Berita Pandemic broke out in another factory in Balakong, more than 40
employees infected with Covid-19
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